INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL
Minor as a great agricultural country. The first,
which may in future be removed by irrigation
enterprise, is the deficient rainfall, which causes
a complete failure of the crops in two years out
of every seven, with only one really good crop
every five or six years. The other is the effect
of compulsory military service. The material
for the army is supplied almost entirely by the
peasant, who, under the old regulations, gave
between six and eight years of his life to it, and
who is handicapped even by the shorter service
now in vogue.
Mining is an industry practically in its infancy
throughout Turkey. Yet the mineral resources
of the empire are inexhaustible: coal from
Heraclea; copper chiefly from the Arghana
Mines, in Central Asia Minor; lead, silver, and
zinc from the Broussa and Aidin tilayeU ; petro-
leum from Mossul and Bagdad; chrome and
emery from the west coast; chrome, manganese
and magnesite from Turkey in Europe; and
mercury from the Koniah and Smyrna districts,
The fisheries are at present in the hands of
Greeks, Lazes and Armenians, with Turks in
the minority. In the waters round Constanti-
nople, the " Talian" is the chief net, a fixed
engine the use of which is farmed out by the
holders of concessions which, originally made to
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